
Marco Ponts Teaching Award
Concept

1 Introduction

The Marco Ponts Teaching Award was initiated by the VCS to honor exceptional dedication and
teaching excellence beyond the scope of regular teaching duties. The award is intended for the most com-
mitted Teaching Assistants (TAs) of the Department of Chemistry and Applied Biosciences (D-CHAB),
who go above and beyond to support students beyond exercise sessions. The award is named after Marco
Ponts, a former and esteemed student who significantly enriched the teaching in our department.

2 Timeline

The process includes the following steps, spread over the HS and FS:

Period Activities

Mid-HS Start of Nomination Phase: Collection of nominations
through self-initiative by professors or at least 3 students
(with verification that the nominators attended the TA’s
exercise sessions). Nominations can be submitted through-
out the Autumn and Spring Semesters.

End of FS End of Nomination Phase

Summer period
(June–August)

Voting Phase: Online voting by students for the nomi-
nated TAs. The distribution of votes is anonymized and
checked for fairness.

Start of HS Decision: The board confirms 1–3 winners based on voting
results and the reasons for nomination.

VCS General As-
sembly (GA) in HS

Award Ceremony: Announcement and presentation of
the award. Delivery of a physical prize (e.g., a medal) as
well as a congratulatory letter.

3 Nominations and Voting

3.1 Nomination Criteria

• Nominations can be submitted by professors or groups of students (at least 3 people).

• Nominees must have conducted exercise sessions included in the core curriculum of the Chemistry
or Chemical Engineering programs.

• Students who nominate must confirm that they attended the relevant exercise sessions (these may
be in the past or current).

• Each nomination must include a comment on the nominee’s outstanding qualities.
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3.2 Voting Process

• After the nomination phase ends, the nominees are evaluated through an online vote by students.

• All students in Chemistry, Chemical Engineering, Biochemistry, and Interdisciplinary Sciences are
eligible to vote.

• The voting process involves rating each nominated TA.

• The purpose of the vote is to provide a fair assessment of which TAs were particularly well-regarded.

• After the vote concludes, the VCS board analyzes the results, taking into account both the overall
evaluation and the reasons for the nomination.

• Based on these results, the board decides which TAs receive the award (1–3 individuals). The
decision ensures that the awarded TAs stood out in their performance.

4 Award Ceremony

• The award ceremony is held during the VCS General Assembly in the Autumn Semester.

• The award consists of a physical prize, a congratulatory letter, signed by a representative of the
department, the professor, and the VCS presidency and prize money.

The prize money depends on the number of awarded winners and is determined as follows:

• In the case of one awarded winner, prize money of 500 CHF is awarded.

• In the case of two awarded winners, prize money of 300 CHF per person is awarded.

• In the case of three awarded winners, prize money of 200 CHF per person is awarded.
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